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must not take example from his life but from
Christ's life and the words with which He taught
them. It was a kind of public confession; I could
not understand it at the time, but that sermon gave
me a lot to think about. Why should people not
take example from his life ? It was only when I was
mature and looked back on my childhood that I
understood this and other things.
In the course of time, through my reading and
experiences, I became more critical of priests, and
it began to dawn upon me that there is a difference
between Religion and the Church; the priests
themselves admit, when they teach us at school,
that though the Church is a divine institution, yet
she has certain human characteristics, unessential,
changeable, and therefore differing according to
nation and land. Of course the older I grew, the
more of those worldly characteristics I seemed to
come up against; but I have never had doubts about
God and theology; I have always been an optimist.
In those days I was not able even to imagine that
there could be any other faith. At Cejkovice I
found an article about Russia in an old almanac;
there was something in* it about the orthodox
Church, and you cannot think how upset I was by
the information that there was another faith beside
ours which had its pilgrimages, hermits, saints, and
miracles. I was impressed at the time by the argu-